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SUBJECT: VISIT OF GERMAN EOREIGN MINISTER 

1 . ERG FOREIGN MINISTER HANS-DIETRICH GENSCHER MADE ON E DAY 

VISIT TO LIBREVILLE MAY 18 ON WAY HOME TO BONN FOLLOWING THREE DAY 
TRIP TO ZAIRE. IN LIBREVILLE VICE CHANCELLOR GENCSCHER, WHO WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY OFFICIAL PARTY OF OVER THIRTY-EIVE PLUS EQUALLY 
LARGE PRESS CORPS, HAD TWO OUR CONVERSATIN WITH PRESIDENT BONGO, 
WORKING SESSION (AND DINNER ) WITH PRIME MINISTER MEBIAME 
AND OTHER GABONESE OFEICIALS, AND PRESS CONEERENCE FOR GERMAN AND 
GABONESE JOURNALISTS BEFORE LEAVING TOWN. VISIT PRODUCED AGREEMENT 
TO CREATE MIXED COMMISSION EOR PROMITION OF TECHNICAL AND CULTUAL 
EXCHANGE AND DECISION TO SEND TEAMS OE ECONOMISTS BACK AND FORTH 
BETWEEN BONN AND LIBREVILLE TO INVESTIGATE OPPORTUNITES FOR 
GERMAN INVESTMENT IN GABON. NOTWITHSTANDING APPARENT ECONOMIC 
TONE OF VISIT, GENSCHERS PRESS CONEERENCE AND OFFICIAL STATMENT FROM 
GOG REVEALED LITTLE OF REAL SUBSTANCE ACCEPT ANNOUNCEMENT THAT 
GERMAN VICE CHANCELLOR HAD INVITED BONGO TO MAKE STATE VISIT TO 
FRG. 
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2. SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATIONS WITH FRG EMBASSY HERE CONFIRMED 
FACT THAT GENSHCHERS STOP IN LIBREVILLE WAS CONCEIVED AS POLITICAL 
GAMBIT TO IMRPVE BILATERAL RELATIONS THROUGH HIGH LEVEL 
ATTENTION TO GABONESE PRESIDENT AND AT SAME TIME SHOW SUPPORT FOR 
MODERATE AERICAN LEADERS SUCH AS BONGO AND MOBUTU. 

3. GERAN EMBASSY CALLED GENSCHERS STOP HERE "UNQUALIFIED 
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SUCCESS." ERG HAS CLEAR AID POLICIES THAT LEAVE RELATIVELY AFE- 
LUENT GABON ON SIDELINES AND GERMAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY STILL 
HESITANT TO INVEST HEAVILY IN WHAT CONSIDERED PRIMARILY 
FRENCH TERRITORY. THEREFORE, POLITICAL ROUTE WAS ONLY ONE 
AVAILABLE TO BONN AND GERMANS APPARENTLY DELIGHTED TO SEE IT 
WORKING SO WELL. 

4. BONGO APPARENTLY WAS ALSO PLEASE WITH GENSCHERS VISIT BOTH 
AS STRONG SUPPORT FOR NEIGHBORING ZAIRIAN PRESIDEENT MOBUTU, WHOSE 
STABILITY BONGO CLEARLY SEES TO BE IN HIS OWN INTEREST, AND ALSO 
BECAUSE STOP IN LIBREVILLE BY SENIOR ERG CABINET MEMBER SERVES TO 
INCREASE BONGOS STATURE ON CONTINET. ON GERMAN SIDE, GENSCHER 
REPORTEDLY EXTREMELY IMPRESSED WITH BONGO FOR HIS GRASP OF 
" AFRICAN POLITICAL REALITY AND FARSIGHTED APPROACH TO GABONESE 
DEVELOPMENT." ACCORDING TO ERG EMBASSY, BONGO VISIT TO BONN 
TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED FOR FIRST QUARTER OF 1978. STEIGMAN 
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